
Monkeypox – important information
for London gay venues, promoters,
and sex on premises venues

You will have heard recent reports of an outbreak of monkeypox in the UK.
Monkeypox can be transmitted through close physical contact (skin-to-skin) –
including sex. The current outbreak is being seen especially in gay and bisexual
men, with the majority of cases in men who live in London.

This is an emerging public health issue and we’re all still learning about how and
why monkeypox is being transmitted in these ways. That means information
might change – so it’s important to stay up-to-date and to get information from
reliable sources (see below).

It is important to have a balanced and proportionate response to the current
monkeypox outbreak. Monkeypox can be unpleasant for people who get it. For
most people it will involve a few weeks of recovery at home but some people
have been hospitalised as a result of their monkeypox symptoms. The current
public health outbreak response is being undertaken to try to reduce the
numbers of people who get monkeypox.

Venues like yours play an essential role within our communities. You provide
space to socialise and to build community, and you are a place where people can
find out more about their health and well-being. You are an important asset and
partner in this current public health outbreak, along with community
organisations, the NHS and public health experts.

The information below helps you to understand how you can look after the
people who use your venue, how you can look after your staff, and how you can
keep your venue or space as safe as possible. There’s also details about referrals
to more information and advice.

This information has been produced by community organisations that you are
used to working with and seeing in your venues, along with public health experts



at UKHSA (including local Health Protection teams) and local authority public
health teams.

Looking after the people who use your venue
You can play a key and important role in educating the people who use your venue
about monkeypox, including alerting them to the common symptoms of monkeypox

Currently, we know those symptoms include: recent unusual rashes, spots,
ulcers or blisters on the body; swollen lymph glands; fever, headaches and
muscle aches; chills and exhaustion.

If someone has these symptoms, you can ask them to take a break and not
attend your venue or event until they seek medical advice and know they’re well
(see below).

You could do this by:
● Displaying an information poster at the entrance of your venue about

monkeypox symptoms (see below)
● Prominently displaying posters and information about monkeypox around

your venue. Putting up posters in toilet cubicles and above urinals is a
great way to grab attention

● If you are hosting a ticketed or advertised event, you could provide this
advice on your ticket information, or pre-event information you send out

● If you have a mailing list, you could send this information out via the list
● You can post information on your social media

Looking after you and your staff
You can ensure your staff know the common symptoms of monkeypox (as above)

If any of your staff have those symptoms, you can ask them to not attend work
until they seek medical advice and know they’re well (see below).

In some instances, close contacts of people with monkeypox who are assessed
to be at higher risk are being offered a vaccine. If you or your staff has been
identified to be at higher risk, the contact tracing team will contact you and
provide details about how to get vaccinated.

Making your venue safer
If you are NOT a sex on premises venue - you can continue to follow standard
cleaning protocols for your venue. You can use existing cleaning materials and
products. You do not need to use specialist cleaning services or equipment.



If you ARE a sex on premises venue – you can continue to follow standard cleaning
protocols PLUS:

● Regularly clean surfaces and materials using standard cleaning and
disinfection methods and materials. This includes washing clothes, towels,
linen or equipment with standard detergents and cleaning products

● Undertake regular spot-cleaning of areas – including areas that might be
in contact with people’s skin such as benches, chairs, beds, walls, and
glory holes

● Ensure that waste products such as tissues, condoms and paper towels
are double bagged and disposed of using standard waste management

● Ensure staff undertaking cleaning and waste disposal are wearing a
fluid-repellent surgical mask, non-sterile disposable gloves, and a
disposable apron

● You can use existing cleaning materials and products. You do not need to
use specialist cleaning services or equipment

This is also a good opportunity to check that you have other standard tools in
place to be a healthy venue or space more generally. This includes having
condoms and lube available; soap dispensers and hot water in the bathrooms;
hand drying facilities such as operational hand dryers or paper towels; and hand
sanitisers in the venue.

Getting more information and support
If someone has the symptoms listed above, they are advised to call NHS 111 or
to contact their local sexual health clinic, as soon as possible. They should NOT
visit a health centre without phoning first to get advice.

UKHSA provide regular updates on monkeypox: Monkeypox cases confirmed in
England – latest updates - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
The Terrence Higgins: Monkeypox in the UK | Terrence Higgins Trust (tht.org.uk)
PrEPster and The Love Tank: Everything we know about monkeypox so far
For localised, specialist advice, reach out to your local Health Protection Team
Further guidance on vaccination
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/monkeypox-cases-confirmed-in-england-latest-updates
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/monkeypox-cases-confirmed-in-england-latest-updates
https://www.tht.org.uk/news/monkeypox-uk
http://www.queerhealth.info/monkeypox
https://www.gov.uk/health-protection-team
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/monkeypox-vaccination

